CAMBODIA RECENT BIRD REPORTS, SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2010

Compiled by Tom Evans and Frédéric Goes / Photos by Rob Overtoom

Thanks to all contributors. In the future, please send any records you think may be of interest (for current or earlier months) to tevans@wcs.org and fredbaksey@yahoo.com. Earlier editions of the digest can be found at www.samveasna.org.  Names follow Craig Robson (2008) A field guide to the birds of Thailand and South-east Asia. 

Next digest will cover November and December 2010

GENERAL

Spectacular numbers of White-shouldered Ibises were found during coordinated roost counts at the four main sites (Western Siem Pang Important Bird Area, Lomphat Wildlife Sanctuary, the 'Central Section' of the Mekong and Kulen Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary), with 429 on 9 August, 465 on 15 September and 523 during the October count - the highest counts ever recorded, and more than twice the estimated global population just a few years ago (many observers per HW). 

SOUTH-EAST

Five parties of Asian Openbills totalling 39 birds were seen in paddies along the main road south of the new Prek Tameak bridge on 23 October (TE and CP), with another party of 20+ there on an unrecorded date in September (TE).

Two Red Avadavats and four Chestnut Munias were seen at Basset Marshes on 16 October. A kestrel sp there the same day was one of several noted around Cambodia during this recording period (all TE and CP).

On 18 September 40 Asian Openbills were seen on extensive rice paddies by the main road through Ponhea Krek District, Kampong Cham (TE). 

SOUTH-WEST
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The Kampot estuary produced the first
 ever autumn records for several species, namely a Little Tern and a Grey Plover on 11 September, and 20 Terek Sandpipers, 2 Black-tailed Godwits and at least 2 Broad-billed Sandpipers on 24 September – only the sixth record for the sandpipers and the third coastal record for the godwit. Also noteworthy were 3 Painted Storks on 24 September. On 24 October there was another Broad-billed Sandpiper and a flock of 50+ probable Sanderlings, and 3 Ruddy Turnstones on 31 October (all RO). 
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During 6-8 October there was a Malaysian Plover on a beach at Koh Rung Samloem, while on the boat crossing a single Bridled Tern was the 9th Cambodian record and the first outside the period December-July, indicating resident status, and a single White-winged Tern in transitional plumage was the first record for the coast and for the South-west (HN and KN).

Two Great Hornbills were seen daily during 7-9 October at Jasmine Valley Eco-lodge, Kep National Park (TE and LW).

At Prey Nup Mangroves 1 Black-headed Ibis, 1 Lesser Adjutant and 9 Painted Storks plus two Ruddy Kingfishers were noted on 24-25 September. This is only the second autumn record of Ruddy Kingfisher in Cambodia, and strengthens the belief that it is resident. 

On 10 October, a young male Eastern Marsh Harrier and an Ashy Drongo of the migrant race leucogenys were photographed (all RO). 

TONLE SAP

No records of note were received during this period.

NORTH-WEST

Two Jerdon's Bazas were seen at the Angkor Centre for the Conservation of Biodiversity on 20 September (NH and PS).
On 3 October a Eurasian Jay was seen along the main road through the Siem Reap sector of Kulen Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary (MH). There is only one other documented record from the North-west, although the species is probably overlooked. 

A kestrel sp. was seen in downtown Siem Reap on 14 October (CP).

NORTH

In Preah Vihear Protected Forest through September there were several records of 2 White-winged Ducks and up to 40 Spot-billed Ducks (a first for the North) at a pool near Trapeang Pring station (TS and CR per RV). Three Greater Adjutants were seen at the Veal Cheung Kao ecotourism site vulture restaurant on 23 October, along with 1 Grey-headed Fish-eagle, 2 Lesser Adjutants and 1 Sarus Crane the next day (per SC). Another Greater Adjutant was seen on floods by the Steung Sen river towards Choamsrey village, also on 23 October (AJ).

One adult White-rumped Vulture and one male adult Red-headed Vulture were found dead on 26 August in Potrea village, Chey Sen district in Preah Vihear province (per SC). The birds are suspected to have eaten a dog that had been poisoned. Five active White-rumped Vulture nests were found at Phnom Kear mountain in Rovieng District of Preah Vihear on 21 October (SC).

On 26 October Dusky Crag-martins were 'quite abundant' at Preah Vihear temple, and one kestrel sp. was seen. There is only one previous record of the martin from Cambodia. The same day one Grey-headed Lapwing at 5km south of O Krouch station in Kulen Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary was only the second record for the northern plains (all HR and TS). 

NORTH-EAST

One White-rumped Vulture was found with a broken leg on 17 August in western Siem Pang. It was rehabilitated at Phnom Tamao zoo and successfully released back into the wild on 13 September at the same site. During a vulture restaurant at this site, two Greater Adjutants were seen on 13 October (all per SC).

Four White-shouldered Ibises were seen going to roost near Keo Ropoy village, north-eastern Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary, on 31 August (TNEG). 

On 2 September Sre Huy reservoir, Koh Nyek held 10+ Oriental Darters, 3 Black-crowned Night-herons, 5 Indian Cormorants and 1 Black-winged Stilt, the latter two being the first records for Mondolkiri province (TNEG).

On 21 September an active White-rumped Vulture nest was found along the O Rovei river in Mondulkiri Protected Forest and a Grey-headed Fish Eagle was only the second seen in the province by this observer (all TNEG).
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